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Dear Friends, 

 
On July 20 three other Hearth to Hearth Board members and I, along with a friend of ours, headed to Africa where we 

spent almost three weeks.  We spent a week at Maranatha Children’s Center, a week at Hope Center, and several 

days at a farm in Isebania, Kenya where a former Hope Center resident 

hosted us and showed us the work he is doing to help orphans and other 

children in need in that area.  We spent time with our children, visited their 

schools, talked with staff, and assessed the needs at each home.  The time 

we spent there was invaluable in helping us to determine how we can best 

strengthen each home to better care for the children.   For example, at Ma-

ranatha it became obvious after three of us walked with the children to get water, that getting the center hooked up 

with the city water system should be a high priority   As we saw the 60 new children who had been admitted into Hope 

Center last fall it became apparent that we really need to focus on finding sponsors for them so that the resources 

aren’t stretched as thin as they have been and the children can have a better diet. 

We came home encouraged by our time in Kenya and Uganda.  We will be spotlighting Hope For Children Center in 

our November newsletter.  The articles in this newsletter describe some of the highlights of our trip.  As sponsors and 

donors, you are the backbone of this ministry.  YOU are changing lives of these precious children each day.  They 

have hope for the future because of the food, shelter, education, and love your funds are supplying today.   

THANK YOU! 

 
Kathie Brand, Board Member 

PO Box 208 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 
231-392-6085 

“We came home encouraged 

by much...and with a renewed 

commitment to our children” 



 
 
 
 
 
 

What a delight it was to attend a reunion of former residents at Hope Center planned by former residents.  There were about 50 

graduates in attendance, many with their spouses and children.  Each gave a brief report on their current professions, jobs, or status at 
University.  Nothing could give us more hope for the future of the Center than to witness their enthusiasm.  You, their sponsors, have 
played a major role in launching them toward a rewarding and productive life.  Several stayed for the week and visited with us and one 
another.   Felix shared his culinary skills as a professional chef and cooked lunch and dinner for us for the week.  Others helped us pur-
chase the books funded by the Lake Ann United Methodist Church to start a library along with text books to help the children with their 
studies.   One of their biggest gifts to us was to take the time to plan this event, travel to the center, and encourage one another.  Irene, 
another former resident, shared her experiences during the reunion and stated she does not view Hope as an institution but as a place that 
she calls home.  She visits staff and other children regularly and is about to graduate with a Bachelor of Arts in Social Work.  Our chil-
dren have become teachers, policewomen, nurses, entrepreneurs, engineers, clerks, and farmers - contributing members of society.   
Dan, another former resident, got a call to report for work as a lab technician at the reunion and had to leave early the next morning.    
The children, staff, former residents, and guests enjoyed lunch together, then were treated to a football game between the current (read 
young) residents and the graduates (read older!).  They played hard to a 0-0 tie.  Great fun!  Volleyball was up next with just plain fun 
being the theme.  Young and old were all encouraged to play, laugh, and participate. The trip had many things to encourage us and to 
pass on to all of you involved with Hearth to Hearth.  The reunion was the highlight for me to see such tangible results of the love of 
God at work.  Thank you all for everything you have done on behalf of our collective children in Uganda and Kenya. 

Submitted by: Ruth Leckrone, member of the HTHM Board 

FAMILY REUNION AT HOPE 
 

A Visit to the Widow's Group 
 

 One of the highlights of our trip was our visit to the Widow’s Group that was started by Hearth to Hearth Board member Professor 
Jane Konditi.  We sat under the blue and white striped tent that the widows have purchased and heard from each woman present the 
impact that the group has had on their lives.  Their powerful testimonies of hope restored and new faith in their ability to improve 
their lives moved us all.   It was also heartwarming to see the close bonds that have developed in the group and hear how they sup-
port and encourage one another.    
 
It was obvious that the group takes pride in what they have accomplished.  They have purchased a large tent and 70 chairs which they 
rent out for funerals, weddings and other special events.  Money earned is reinvested in the group.  The group's next goal is to buy 30 
more chairs since the tent can hold 100 chairs.  After that, they want to buy a second tent to serve as a food tent.  They'll need the 
food tent because another part of their vision is to have a catering business.   They will then not only be able to provide the tents and 
chairs for special events but also the food.     
 
These women, who previously didn't dream their lives could be better, now 
have a dream of starting their own school.  Many of the children in their neigh-
borhood don't go to school regularly because their parents can't afford the tui-
tion fees or the uniforms the children must wear.  Having their own school 
would solve these problems.   What they never would have considered as possi-
ble in the past no longer seems impossible. 
 
Each woman expressed her deep appreciation to Hearth to Hearth for our sup-
port.  They sang and danced for us, served us a wonderful lunch and even gave 
us thoughtful gifts to show their appreciation.   They are very grateful for the 
group and for the difference it has made in their lives.  They also expressed 
hope that we will continue to stand with them and help the group to continue to 
grow. 



A VISIT TO MARANATHA 
 

 
After 22 hours in a plane, the five of us were very happy to put our feet 

on the ground in Kampala, Uganda around midnight, July 21.  Our first con-
cern was getting our 19 pieces of luggage plus 5 backpacks thru customs.  Im-
agine our surprise when we walked straight thru the doors without even so 
much as a glance, into the beautiful night air to be greeted by our good friend 
and host, John Sekkagya.    
After spending the night in an African-themed motel tucked away from the city 
(on Cemetery Road!) we headed for John’s home.  There we were greeted by 
Esther, the matron of Maranatha, and Sharon, one of our young ladies who 
recently enrolled in nursing school.  We unloaded luggage and had a lovely 
lunch, then walked the short distance to Maranatha.  The kids were so excited 
to see us, and we began a week of playing, hugging, sharing, and conversations 
with our children.   
John and Esther make a perfectly balanced team as they parent the 32 kids, 

living in the home that once housed a seminary.  We fell in love with them, and were thrilled to see love and respect between the mem-
bers of this big family.  The kids clearly adore both of them, calling Esther “Auntie” and John “Uncle” as they fill the role of father 
and mother to the orphans.  The kids at Maranatha are truly one big family, offering love and encouragement to each other.  They 
wanted every detail we could provide about their sponsors, and shared their dreams and aspirations.    
We visited the schools of our students, and were very pleased with the high level of education the kids are getting, as well as hearing 
the praise from their teachers about how smart they all are, many near the top of their classes!  Esther strictly enforces the hours be-
tween 7 and 9 p.m. as study time.   While there, our girls and Esther’s friend Julia cooked wonderful meals for us, helped us with our 
laundry, and kept John’s house shining.  We had the perfect hosts! The evenings were filled with  watching soccer, playing games, and 
being entertained by the kids singing and dancing.  We were also able to watch our boys team play in a soccer tournament.  They lost 
by a point, but they had the best cheering section in town!  
Items to be considered for the future include a long term lease for the current building.  It’s location near John’s house and the school, 
the local soccer field, and a major paved highway are prime.  A longer lease would encourage repairs and upkeep by the owners.  We 
learned that city water will be available in the near future, which would save the kids from having to carry water some distance from a 
spring. Renting ground for a large garden could cut food costs and also give the children a sustainable skill.  One of our boy’s 
(Richard) has taken over the care of the chickens and wishes to be a farmer!    
We headed for Kenya with the joy of knowing all is well at Maranatha; the kids are happy and lovingly cared for. Some of the children 
even told us that the kids in school tell them how lucky they are to be living at Maranatha!  We were able to leave some funds for 
painting the rooms, a few repairs, and a dairy cow!  We also left behind a big piece of our hearts! 

ST. VIANE CLINIC 
M A S A K A  U G A N DA  

The path is narrow, about 3 feet wide winding between a dilapidated building and a tall fence.  It is 
littered with debris and muddy water, and opens into a narrow street lined with tiny apartments and 
small vendors.  Laundry hangs everywhere, and children are playing happily, with no worries about the 
terrible circumstances of their parent’s lives.    
Our team has 3 large containers of medical supplies* for our clinic, St. Viane’s.  Our first thought was 
“why did Derick choose this terrible location?” but after an hour or so, we realized it is exactly where it 
needs to be.  Derick was deworming children on this day, as well as doing HIV and other STD testing.  
In all he saw over 60 patients during his usual 14-hour day, hours he keeps along with Deborah, his 
nurse, 7 days a week.  Derick is “paying back”, his words for showing his appreciation for growing up at 
Maranatha, to his sponsor for sending him for clinical training, and to Touching Heart, who gave us the 
startup funds to open St. Viane’s.    
The clinic is very small, about 400 square feet.  Derick has divided it into 4 tiny rooms. There are no 
doors, just curtains inside and out.  The first room is where Deborah sits, taking patient information.  
Behind it is the examination “room” and lab. There is a small fridge and a sink in this room, (the sink  
“sometimes” has running water), and Derick’s microscope and sterilization equipment.  One corner is 
walled off to provide a bed for Deborah who stays 24 hours a day.  Out the back door is a small dirt 
courtyard where Derick and Deborah cook, wash their clothes, and raise a few vegetables.    
(continued on the back page….) Derick Nubulumbi, 

Maranatha Alumni 



CLINIC CONTINUED… The other side of the clinic houses the patient care room, two beds for those who are very ill and 
need overnight supervision.  When the beds are full, Derick sleeps on the floor between them.  When one is empty he him-
self occupies it.  There is a small corner walled off for Gracious, the counselor who talks with patients diagnosed with HIV/
AIDS.  The last small space is Derick’s consultation room.  Derick is very proud of the clinic, although he would really like to 
have a larger facility so he could treat more patients.  They rarely have money to pay for services, but all are treated equally.  
Derick loves his work, and will make the perfect medical doctor one day.    
We learned that neither Derick or Deborah collect any pay; any little bit they get goes for overhead and medications.  Derick 
has been trying to take care of his younger brothers, and had not been able to pay their school fees this year.  When they 
aren’t in school, they sleep either on the floor of the clinic or anywhere they can find shelter.  We discussed the situation with 
Esther and John and both boys are going to be living at Maranatha now.  We also paid their school fees. We left funds with 
Derick to buy a larger refrigerator so he can store immunization supplies, 2 I.V. poles, and a small supply of medicines.   
Our dream for him is that he gets his larger space to serve more of those who need him so badly, and that someday 
the way will open for him to achieve his dream of completing his medical education and become Dr. Derick Nabu-
lumbi.    
*Brother’s Brother, Inc. donated 150# of medical supplies and equipment for our clinic!  Fly For Good thru Delta Air-
lines allowed us to carry them free of charge, as well as all checked luggage up to 15 pieces!  We took full ad-
vantage of their generosity! 

Children living near the clinic 

The Clinic Neighborhood 
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